Children Receiving Preschool Special Education Services

DEFINITION

Children receiving preschool special
educarion services is the percentage of
children apes three to five who have an
Individualized Education Program
(IEP) and are receiving special
education services in Rhode Island.

SIGNIFICANCE

Preschool special education is an
important component of the early care
and education system, providing specially-
designed instruction so each child can
meet learning standards. The federal
Individual wish Disabilities Edwcurion Ace
(IDEA) specifies that children ages three
to five with developmental delays and
disabilities have the same right to a free
and appropriate public education in the
least restrictive environment as school-
age children with disabilities.”

Developmental delays and disabilities
are identified when a child does not reach
developmental milestones at the same
time as other children his or her age.
Some young children with developmental
delays are eventually diagnosed with a
disability while others catch up to their
peers when provided with high-quality
educational opportunities, therapies, or
interventions.** Routine developmental
screening during the early stages of life,
followed by evaluation and diagnostic
assessment, helps children gain early access
w0 needed services in order to prevent the
occurrence of more severe problems.*

In Rhode Island, school districts work
to screen every child age three through
five every year through the Child
Outreach screening program.® During
the 2017-2018 school year in Rhode
Island, districts completed developmental
screenings for 4006 of children ages three
to five. Preschool-age children in the
core cities are still less likely to receive
a developmental screening (34%) than
children in the remainder of the state
{43%). Of those children who were
referred based on positive screens, 32%
were determined eligible for preschool
special education. Children in the core
cities were less likely to be determined
eligible after referral (26%) than children
in the remainder of the state (37%).*

Approximately 15% of U.S. children
ages three to 17 have a developmental
disability, with boys and children in
low-income families more likely to have
a disability than girls and children in
higher-income families.” Under TDEA,
each state sets its own criteria to
determine eligibility for special
education services, deciding where to
draw the line along a continuum of
functioning to identify children who
are sufficiently delayed to need special
education services.* In 2016, Rhode
Island ranked in the top ten states for
providing preschool special education
services by serving 9.1% of children
ages three to five compared with a U.S.
average of 6.4%."
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Special Edwaation Census. % children determined elipible is of thess children referred from Child Outresch screening.
# In June 2018, there were 3,121 children ages three to five receiving preschool special
education services, 8% of all preschool-age children in Rhode Island. Children in the
four core cities are slightly less likely to receive preschool special education services (8%)
than children in the remainder of the state (995)."

# Preschool children with disabilities who attend high-quality preschool with typically
developing children and receive special education services in inclusive settings have
improved outcomes.” In June 2018 in Rhode Island, 49% of preschool-age children
received special education services within an inclusive early childhood dassroom. Children
in the four core cities were less likely to receive preschool special education services in an
inclusive early childhood setting (42%) than children in the remainder of the state (53%).”

# About half of the children receiving preschool special education services in Rhode
Island receive services outside of inclusive preschool programs, with 13% enrolled in a
separate special education preschool class or school, 22% receiving services through
“walk-in" visits to a service provider, 16% enrolled in a preschool setting but receiving
special education services in another location, and less than 1% in a home or hospital

# In June 2018, 44% (1,374) of the 3,121 children receiving preschool special education
services in Rhode Island qualified under the developmental delay category, 46% (1,432)
had an identified speech/langnage disability, 7% (210) were diagnosed with autism, and
3% (105) had another diagnosed disability."
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